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Religious and Spiritual communities working to 

end homelessness in Edmonton and area 

Riverbend/Terwillegar Talks Affordable Housing: 
Homes4ourNeighbours Workshop Report 

October 29, 2016 from 1-4pm at Riverbend United Church 

 

Neighbourhoods invited:  Rhatigan Ridge, Falconer Heights, Carter Crest, Bulyea Heights, Terwillegar 

Town, Greenfield, Henderson Estates, and Haddow 

 

Organizing Committee with the Interfaith Housing Initiative:  Rev. Brian Kiely, Rev. Kathleen 

Schmitke, Daryl Kreuzer (City of Edmonton), Jeannette Wright (City of Edmonton) and Pastor Mike 

Van Boom 

 

In Attendance:  

1. Dan Wold    Magrath Community 

2. Normalita Chan   Terwillegar 

3. George Thivierge   Terwillegar Towne 

4. Nikki Toxopius   Ramsay  

5. Sharon Gritter    Brander Gardens Rocks 

6. Cam McDonald   Right at Home Housing Society 

7. Jim Bradshaw    The Ridge Community League 

8. Kevin Cooper    Garneau 

9. Ron MacLellan   Alberta Avenue 

10. Dawn Angus    Bulyea Heights 

11. Sheryl Bowhay   Riverbend Community League 

12. Martina Crory    Terra Centre 

13. Josephine Herrese 

14. Karen Mottershead   Terra Centre 

15. Lilianza Huertz 

16. Gordon Hostland   Terwillegar Towne 

17. Don Koots    Riverbend United Church 

18. Unidentified 

19. Unidentified 

20. Unidentified 

Presenters 

Martina Crory    Terra Centre for Teen Moms 

Cam McDonald    Right at Home Housing 

Daryl Kreuzer    City of Edmonton 

 

Many thanks to our hosts at Riverbend United Church for providing the use of their space and 

hosting this event with coffee and refreshments!  

http://www.interfaithhousing.ca/
mailto:batya@interfaithhousing.ca
mailto:batya@interfaithhousing.ca
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Workshop and Report Objectives  
The goal of the October 29 Homes4ourNeighbours workshop and this summary report is to inform 
communities in eight Southwest neighbourhoods on the need for more affordable and supportive housing, 
and to provide opportunity for a healthy conversation around how a community might respond as new 
proposals, new neighbours and new units of affordable housing come to their community.   
 

Report breakdown 
I. Table Presenters        p. 2-3 
II. Workshop, Part One: Three Presentations    p. 3-7 
III. Workshop Part Two: Seven Main Points of Conversation  p. 8-12 
IV. Concluding Notes: Access to Appendix and Q&A   p. 12 
V. CRIHI supports Healthy Community Conversations on Housing p. 12 

 
Table Presenters  
In and around the various presentations and conversations, participants had the opportunity to meet with 
the following organizations at tables. Here is a brief write-up on each: 

 
Welcome Home  
The Welcome Home program is an interfaith initiative offered by Catholic Social Services in partnership with 
Sign of Hope, United Way of the Alberta Capital Region, and various faith communities of Edmonton.  

Welcome Home provides the training, support and opportunity for anyone who is willing to enter 
into a circle of support and friendship for someone coming off the street and into a new community.  
Volunteers engage in meaningful daily activities with program participants (e.g. going for coffee, attending 
a sporting event), providing companionship to reduce the loneliness and social isolation faced by many 
newly housed individuals.  

Through the development of stable, honest, and trusting relationships, participants will increase 
their community involvement, build self-confidence and positive life skills, and increase their success rate in 
retaining their housing.  
For more information, to volunteer, to make a financial contribution, or to host a Welcome Home 
information session in your community, please call (780) 378-2544 
 

Brander Gardens ROCKS (Reaches Out to Community Kids) 
Brander Gardens ROCKS is a growing collaboration of kids and families, neighbours, community 
organizations and institutional partners committed to building on community capacities and resilience; 
to create a neighbourhood where diversity is celebrated, neighbours know one another, and all kids 
and families flourish. 

Brander Garden ROCKS offers after school programs, music school, community gardens, 
community meals, Mom and Tot programs, summer program including camping, academic programs, 
adult enrichment programs including community involvement with WECAN food basket, make tax time 
pay, art enrichment, and providing help with English. 
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Right at Home Housing Society 
Right at Home Housing Society provides a range of affordable housing solutions to meet the diverse 
needs of individuals and families throughout the city of Edmonton – while adding value to the 
neighbourhoods we call home. 

There are thousands of people in the Edmonton area who don’t have a safe place to call their 
own. Among these are individuals struggling with poverty and homelessness. These can include 
aboriginal families, newcomers and refugees, and those with disabilities. 

Right at Home is proud to be providing affordable housing solutions to over 1,000 residents 
throughout the City of Edmonton. We continue to work hard to increase that number to meet the 
growing demand for affordable housing solutions. 

Website: Rightathomehousing.com 

 

The Workshop on Affordable Housing  
Welcome: by Rev. Brian Kiely  
A Prayer:  Rev. Kathleen Schmitke read aloud from A Prayer for Children, composed by Ina Hughes 
from Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside.  Text of this prayer available on CRIHI’s website 
 
OPENING PRESENTATIONS 
First Presentation:  Martina Crory shared her story, Terra Centre for Teen Parents 
Here is the text to Martina’s testimony: 
 “Thank you to the organizing committee for inviting me to share some of my personal 
experiences and thoughts related to safe and affordable housing.  I hope I can give voice to the 
thousands of Edmontonians who seek safe and affordable housing. 
 My name is Martina Crory.  I am 23 years old, a mother to my adorable 3-year-old son Jude, a 
third-year university student at MacEwan, and I was recently accepted into the honours program in 
political science. 
 I grew up living with my mom.  She had few marketable skills and as a result we moved from 
Halifax to Edmonton hoping for more opportunities.  Unfortunately, those hopes never came to be.  
We continued to live in poverty with little income and limited housing options.  We moved around a lot 
and it never really felt like I had a home.  As a young person growing up, it was chaotic and disruptive.  
Every time I moved I would have to leave some things behind or things would get lost moving.  It was 
not a very stable way for a teenager to grow up. 
 When you don’t have stable housing, your life is not stable.  At nineteen years, old I found 
myself pregnant; a single parent.  If things were tough, I knew they were going to be tougher.  I 
reached out to the Terra Centre for teen parents, and for the past three years they have been by my 
side providing support in so many ways.  
 My son Jude and I ended up living in a walk up off 107 Ave.  My laundry would get stolen, there 
was always the smell of pot in the building.  It was noisy, and there was nowhere for kids to play 
outside.  This is not what I wanted for Jude.  I knew the risks of these environments.  I looked around 
for a better safe place for us to live, but the rents were beyond my reach. 



 

4 | P a g e  

 

 Although that was a challenge, what seemed even more challenging in finding decent safe and 
affordable housing were the assumptions and judgements that I faced as a young single parent.  
Landlords and the general public did not see me as a young parent with potential and capabilities; they 
saw me as a reckless, irresponsible and inadequate mom; nothing further than the truth. 
 It was a difficult time.  I applied for subsidized housing with Capital Region Housing, but with a 
two-year wait list I felt so defeated.  Terra had just started a new housing partnership with Brentwood 
Family Housing Society and I was accepted. 
 When I first went to see what was to be my new home, I was speechless.  It was in a quiet 
community with other families.  It had playgrounds, and my townhouse had a washer and dryer.  This 
was like a dream come true for me.  When I moved in, it was the first time I could remember that it felt 
like it was home.  Because of the subsidy, Brentwood offers, it was affordable, based on my student 
income.  I started to feel like there was hope.  I started to believe I could pursue my dreams of 
graduating from University.  For the past two years, I have been living in safe and affordable housing.  
Because of that, I have been able to make great gains in reaching my goals.   

I am proud of my academic accomplishments, of raising a well-adjusted happy and healthy 
child.  I feel like I am part of the community and I am getting ahead.  I am even the proud owner of a 
‘mom car.’  I can afford it because of subsidized rent.  It may not look pretty, but if I need to take Jude 
to the hospital at 2:00am I can do that.  I can drive him to his skating lessons.  I can spend more quality 
time with him; saving more than two hours a day from riding the bus; time I can spend with him. 

Affordable housing gives me security and options.  I don’t have to choose between rent and 
good food for Jude.  We never owned a home growing up, or had much stable housing.  I think life 
would have been much different.  I dream of owning my own home one day, and I know pursuing my 
educational goals will help me to achieve that.  Having affordable housing today is helping me to reach 
that goal. 

I know that subsidized housing will not always be necessary; but I am grateful that I have been 
able to benefit from it. 

As you spend time today listing about affordable housing and the people who need this 
support, please consider: 

 People who need affordable housing have goals; I don’t think most want to have a 
subsidy. 

 We want to give our kids a home and provide them with stability and opportunity. 
 If you have children, what we want for our children is no different than what you want 

for your children. 
 We want to give back, not just take; affordable housing can help make that happen. 
 We need more people to care about our community; what kind of community are we 

cultivating for our children and what we can teach our children about inclusion. 
Thank you for taking the time for this discussion today and caring about our community. 
 
Second Presentation:  Cam McDonald, Right at Home Housing Society 

Right at Home is a local, Edmonton-based not for profit housing provider and developer.  We 
have a 30-year history providing rental housing in Edmonton.  We have 25 existing projects, providing 
homes to 1000 people.  Some are mixed income, family oriented.  Some are ‘purpose-built’ for a 
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particular group, e.g., homeless individuals.  Some are mixed use: with community space or commercial 
space. Most are small scale infill projects. 

Being a not for profit enables us to re-invest, upgrade, and retrofit our properties.  This allows 
for continued ‘affordability.’  Our properties are well - maintained and present to renters and the 
community as good quality housing.  Right at Home allocates both financial and human resources to 
support tenants in higher need, so they keep their homes, and integrate into our communities. 

Our supportive property management model addresses the need by having project managers 
find strategies and solutions which enable persons who are at risk of losing their housing to not fall 
through the social safety net. 
 

The picture above is for the Westmount Presbyterian Church site redevelopment in North Glenora.  It 
consists of 16 townhomes and a new church/community centre, and is designed to be environmentally 
responsible.   
 

Right at Home spent one year engaging the North Glenora community out of the 
conviction that: Proper consultation builds the trust necessary for a community to support an 
affordable housing project.  To access a resident blog on this topic, see the following website:  
ohthatandrew.wordpress.com.  Article:  How North Glenora got to YIMBY. 

Right at Home works to build relationships between their tenants and the community by 
having smaller tenant to manager ratio.  Managers maintain relationships with 

other support agencies.  They also connect their tenants to volunteer opportunities such as:  Serving at 
the Casino; participating in the Rotary Millennium House Annual Christmas Party and Barbeque; An 
Annual Yard Sale; a 50/50 with the Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation; Garden boxes; and 
hosting a Community Barbeque. 
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Two stories from Right at Home 

Ron MacLellan, Right at Home Society 

Tenant Support Coordinator 
 

ONE: Abby (not her real name) has two young children and a guest management problem. 

There are a number of her extended family members who have dropped by Abby’s place and caused 

disturbances. Neighbours have notified the Project Manager for Abby’s building about these 

disturbances and the PM (Lana) has spoken with Abby and reminded her that she is responsible for the 

behaviour of her guests; if Abby has concerns about guests causing problems at her home then she 

should not allow them inside. These reminders had failed to stop the disturbances and several weeks 

ago, there was yet another call from a neighbour complaining that they were in another building and 

could still hear the ruckus coming from Abby’s place. After receiving this complaint Lana had resolved 

to give Abby an eviction notice. She informed me of her decision and I asked her if I could accompany 

her the next day when she planned to give Abby the notice. She agreed to my request and we set a time 

to talk with Abby the next morning.  

The next day, before leaving for Abby’s, Lana came to my office and informed me that she had 

reflected on the situation overnight and had relented. Thinking of Abby’s two young children, Lana was 

reluctant to evict the young single mother and had instead decided to issue a final letter of warning 

making it clear that any further disturbances would result in eviction. Lana and I went to Abby’s home, 

gave her the letter then made sure to clearly spell out our expectations that tenants respect their homes 

and their neighbours. We told her the consequences of allowing any further disturbances to occur in her 

home then went on to discuss possible sources of community support that she might turn to if she is 

having difficulty. Abby and her children are still in their home as of the time of this writing and there 

have been no further disturbances reported recently. 

TWO: Another tenant about whom I spoke is also a single mother (let’s call her Sadie; her 

two children are in their teens) and without assistance from their landlord and the wider community, 

they would have ended up homeless. Sadie had gotten behind in her rent while helping her father who 

was terminally ill. She had traded in her car for a more expensive mini-van because it allowed her to 

transport him and his wheelchair; she paid to get her dad’s phone reconnected after her brother racked 

up a bunch of pay-per-view movies on dad’s account and the service was terminated. In over-extending 

her finances, she ended up on the payday-loan treadmill and kept deferring her full rent payment 

because it was the one thing that seemed able to be put off in her life, given that she is renting from a 

non-profit affordable housing service provider that follows a supportive management model.  

Some time after her father died and she had paid off the funeral expenses, her financial situation 

began to stabilize a little bit. That’s when her Project Manager (Lana again) resumed discussions with 

Sadie about options for paying down her rental arrears. As the tenant support guy, I got involved and we 

managed to rustle up some community-based supports for Sadie that ultimately helped her crawl out 

from under her onerous rental debt. Lately, Sadie has been able to maintain her account balance at zero 

and staff members from the Right at Home Housing Society recently delivered a gently-used, corporate-

donated bed to Sadie – free of charge – so she could have her own place to sleep instead of sleeping with 

one of her daughters. 

These are just a couple of practical examples why I value and respect the idea of non-profit 

affordable housing providers. While financial responsibility and sustainability are crucial, making the 

profit motive secondary to the human element – the tenant, the customer – as the prime focus of the 

housing operation preserves individual human dignity better and in so doing advances public interest 

and social justice; it basically helps to make the world a better place to live. 
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Third Presentation: Daryl Kreuzer, City of Edmonton  
Daryl Kreuzer, Senior Planner of Housing Policy with the City's Sustainable Development 

Department made a presentation to provide some context for the day's workshop on housing and 
homeless needs from a City perspective - where we've come from and how City Council would like to 
move forward in meeting these needs. This included information on Council's approval in 2009 of A 
Place to Call Home, Edmonton's 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness. Also referenced was the City's 
Affordable Housing Information and Awareness Campaign launched by Mayor Don Iveson in 2015 and 
the City's recognition of the importance of constructive community conversations about developments 
designed to meet those needs, well in advance of specific project development proposals that include 
Affordable Housing units.  

The presentation included an overview of the City definition of Affordable Housing, the three 
main Affordable Housing types (Supportive Housing, Supported Housing, and Independent-living 
Affordable Housing) in the framework of the "Housing Spectrum", the significant need for Affordable 
Housing throughout Edmonton as reflected in the growing social housing wait lists in Edmonton and 
persisting homelessness, and the importance and value of Affordable Housing to both its residents and 
to the communities in which it is located.  

Daryl’s presentation also highlighted the recent City Council-approved Edmonton Affordable 
Housing Strategy 2016 to 2025, and its major objective to increase the supply of Affordable Housing 
units in all areas of the city. Consistent with that objective was a Council Policy also approved in 2015, 
providing guidelines for the development of 17 vacant school sites, which the school boards had 
declared surplus to their needs and, which were added to the City's land inventory in 2009. Daryl 
indicated that consistent with the guidelines of that Policy, each of those sites, all in established, built-
up neighbourhoods, are now planned for medium-density residential developments with a mix of 
Affordable Housing units and Market Housing units. Where feasible, these developments could also 
include additional ancillary uses such as community meeting space, to help with the integration of 
these developments into the wider neighbourhoods in which they are planned.  

Daryl's presentation ended with the showing of a one-minute video on Affordable Housing 
produced for the City's Affordable Housing Information & Awareness Campaign.  
See the following website to access the campaign: www.nonmarkethousing.ca 
 

  

http://www.nonmarkethousing.ca/
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Workshop, part two:  The Conversation Café 
 After a time of refreshments and visits to the table displays, the group came together to discuss 
what they had heard, and to share their insights.  As the group was judged small enough to allow for 
everyone to both hear and be heard, the organizers elected to gather everyone in one large circle.  
Then a healthy and respectful conversation was had around three questions.   Two people were asked 
to record the group’s ideas and responses; one member of the planning team, and one community 
member. 
 
The rules governing the conversation were as follows:   

1. Everyone has Wisdom 
2. We need everyone’s wisdom for the wisest result 
3. There are no wrong answers. 
4. The whole is greater than the sum of its parts. 
5. Everyone will hear others and be heard. 

 
The group listened to each other around these three Questions: 

I. “How do you feel about the possibility of new neighbours and new Affordable Housing 
coming to your neighbourhood?” 

II. “What do you think are our responsibilities as existing neighbours (when we see a proposal 
coming forward)?” 

III. “What does a healthy neighbourhood response look like when new Affordable Housing 
units are proposed to be included in our neighbourhood?” 

 

 

Seven Main Points Raised in the Conversation 
Explanation of this section:  The conversation around the three questions was open and free-flowing, 
and so often other points were raised alongside those particular to the question.  This section streams 
those points to aid in their consideration.  We have chosen to use the recorded wording of individuals 
instead of drafting summary statements so as to limit the amount of interpretation by organizers 
around the insights and wisdom of the group.  
 

ONE: Understanding our new neighbours who struggle to afford housing 
There was great appreciate for the story and experience shared by Martina Crory (testimony on pages 
3-4), and the work of Branders Gardens ROCKS (summarized on page 2)       

 Reflecting on what Martina (single-parent living in housing sponsored by TERRA) said in her 

presentation “Just because a person is down and out, doesn’t mean they don’t have high goals 

for their future and desires for their children””   

 “The success of “Brander Gardens Rocks” results from its being based on a reciprocal 

relationship between the residents of that Community Housing project and the existing residents 

of the surrounding community.  Over the years, attitudes have changed from “us and them” to 

just “us” and from “we can do it for them” to “we can do it with them”.   

 “As Martina said, just because a person has a lower income doesn’t mean they don’t aspire to a 

better life.  Many of these people want to give back” 
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TWO: The Need for Quality consultation 

Several participants in the group shared their frustration at poorly done consultation.   

 (The City’s planning for development on the Building Housing Choices Surplus School Site in) 

“Henderson Estates was done poorly, especially in how the community found out about the future 

planned development – in a Request for Proposals ad in the Metro Community newspaper.  The 

City needs to consult and engage with the communities much earlier – don’t just consider this as 

“checkbox” for the overall development approval process – otherwise it could be seen as a “fait 

accompli” and the process breeds mistrust” 

 Neighbours are often concerned as to how a new development might infringe on their way of life.  

These concerns may prompt questions on appearance and maintenance, street traffic, parking and 

property values, and how well a project will integrate or fit into their community.  It was widely 

agreed that a project that doesn’t have a good plan to address reasonable concerns will prompt 

much higher levels of fear, worry and concern in the local community.  

There was broad agreement at the need for quality consultation and engagement with the local 

community.  

 “The community engagement conducted by The Right at Home Society for its planned development 

of the Westmount Presbyterian Church site development in North Glenora is a good example of 

community engagement done well.  Cam McDonald’s (Right at Home Housing Society’s) agency 

spent one year in dialogue with an existing community – it takes a commitment to dialogue as 

communities do not naturally want to be inclusive of new/different neighbours”  

 the Schizophrenia Society of Alberta was also highlighted as a positive example in the development 

of a Permanent Supportive Housing project in the Bonnie Doon area 

 “Existing neighbours need to be willing to engage in conversations, and get involved in the planning 

process – to be informed, get informed (looking for the facts can go a long way to addressing fears 

and myths).   

 Need a diverse set of voices at the table and a healthy conversation to take place between them. 

 Developers should work to give neighbours some choices, and try to take their input into account 

when fine-tuning a project. 

 A point of dispute: “If developers come in to our communities to build what is already permitted 

through existing zoning, then there’s not much an existing community can do” (This point was 

disputed by some, indicating contacting the local City Councilor can go a long way to ensuring the 

developer is aware of existing residents’ interests)”  

 
THREE: A Healthy Neighbourhood Response to Proposals for Units of Affordable Housing 
Assuming the development/property management agency has engaged properly with the existing 

community, such a response should be: 

1. Inclusive of many perspectives, recognizing that not all are in agreement (accepting that some views 

may be supportive, others that are opposing, and still others that are questioning) 

2. Willing to be part of the process and to dialogue – meaning there is opportunity for all to be listened 

to and to be heard – to give and take.  Requires respect as not everything may go ‘our way,’ but it 

doesn’t mean we haven’t heard or been heard. 

3. Welcoming of new neighbours, even if a process or development does not unfold as it should.  
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Positive example: The existing community in the Haddow neighbourhood has come to a broad 

agreement they will accept and welcome the future new residents of the Haddow First Place 

development, even though the poor consultation process sparked strong resistance to the project. 

4. Connected to a neighbourhood’s story – where the look and feel of a project fits the surrounding 

neighbourhood so that community culture is maintained and enhanced and positive outcomes and 

opportunities are perceived and known.”  Related idea:   A neighbourhood could benefit from the 

development of a “charter” of what is community (a community charter of neighborliness).” 

5. Aware of the need across the city, and our community’s responsibility to help in meeting that need.  

I.e. “Our responsibilities include that with the inner-city expanding, we need to promote Affordable 

Housing in all areas of the city” (From a Terwillegar resident) 

  
FOUR: The group reflected on the challenge of getting people to the table (both to conversations 
like this workshop, and to other important neighbourhood conversations) 

 I didn’t hear about this meeting until an hour ago, so am not pleased the way it was advertised” – 

“Would like to have received an invitation in the mail.”  Another stated: “I heard about this event 

three different ways, and even had someone ask me in the park yesterday if I would be attending.”: 

o Related point from Board member of Terwillegar Home Owners Association – “We have 2,000 

members but Board meetings often have low turnouts (often only 20 members) 

o Other suggested approaches to advertising this event – mail, flyers, telephone, word of mouth 

 (CRIHI representatives) – “Many community members were invited, including Community Leagues”; 

Promotion for this event took place from several different angles, including Riverbend Raggtime 

news, social media promotion, and promoting through local networks (Community Leagues, 

Terwillegar Riverbend Advisory Council and the Terwillegar Homeowner Association).  A sense of 

urgency is often a factor.  Attendance of community representatives would likely have peaked if we 

had a proposal to discuss.” 

 (In her presentation) “Martina showed she had to have courage to approach and speak with her 

neighbours – how do we draw the “Martinas” of these communities to come to Neighbourhood 

Workshops like today’s?” 

 
FIVE: Responding to Changes in our Neighbourhood: 

 Embracing Diversity - “I agree with both (new neighbours and new affordable housing coming to my 

neighbourhood) as it can include people from all ethnic and cultural backgrounds and I am 

supportive of diversity” 

 Change happens regardless - “New neighbours will come here anyway”   

 “Edmonton is changing in many ways (including the march of the Monster Homes).  None of us like 

change, but we need to embrace it an agree to it but not without our input.  We can’t expect our 

neighbourhoods to remain the same.  The value of my house value is the property my house sits 

on.  The prospect of a Monster Home next door is scarier than an Affordable Housing unit next 

door” 

 

SIX: Willing to Help/Neighbouring 
The group affirmed the need to be good neighbours and shared numerous insights on how to do that 
well. 

 “I’m all about helping people who need help” 
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 “Our responsibilities should be to welcome and include our new neighbours, be open-minded 

without prejudice – we should assume they are good people – there are a lot of ways to get to know 

folks” 

 “I know people on my street, but not too many further away” 

 (CRIHI member) “Existing residents could organize block parties. City resources are there to help to 

get to know our neighbours – see Abundant Communities Edmonton” 

 “We need to find ways to get to know our neighbours.  Offer of free topsoil has enabled my family to 

get to know many neighbours whom we had never met” 

 “Existing neighbours need to reach out and knock on doors to invite newcomers to come to 

community dinners” 

 “As in the “Welcome Home (Program)”, we need to welcome new neighbours to our 

neighbourhoods” 

 “The success of “Brander Gardens Rocks” results from its being based on a reciprocal relationship 

between the residents of that Community Housing project and the existing residents of the 

surrounding community.  Over the years, attitudes have changed from “us and them” to just “us” 

and from “we can do it for them” to “we can do it with them”.  As Martina said, just because a 

person has a lower income doesn’t mean don’t aspire to a better life.  Many of these people want to 

give back” 

 (CRIHI member) – “A traditional “good neighbour” is someone who has no loud parties and cuts 

their neighbours’ grass. My definition would be to go beyond that to have five households that I 

could send my children to in an emergency” 

 “We need to rediscover how to be good neighbours” 

 “Not all “communities” involve people living next door to each other – some communities are spread 

widely across the city” 

 

SEVEN: Can Units of Affordable Housing Fit Well In our Neighbourhood? 
Some participants shared their view that the community would be more open to some proposals than 

others. 

 “The reference to “Affordable Housing” can include three types of housing – Market Housing, 

Affordable Housing made available over the long-term for low-income households, and Short-Term 

Emergency and Transitional Accommodation.  You’ve got to be aware of where you put these 

facilities as Short-Term Accommodation, while no doubt needed, will be resisted with a NIMBY (Not 

In My Back Yard) response.  Another challenge is that the resources and needs to manage Short-

Term Accommodation are challenging.  While it’s OK to have places for families with children or 

seniors in a family community like west Edmonton, you don’t want Emergency Accommodation 

residents in this area”. 

 “My preference would be to place lower-income households in private homes – through secondary 

suites and “granny flats” (not apartment blocks) – as Affordable Housing doesn’t always have to be 

multi-family housing” 

Some participants shared their view that Affordable housing is needed and will give us positive 
outcomes. 

 “High density and diversity is a positive outcome of greater access to social and city resources and 

the availability of transportation, recreation centres, and schools” 
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 “We need a diverse population to have strong schools, and public transit” 

 “Affordable Housing are not bad looking properties” 

 

Concluding Notes:   
On Questions and Answers 

The group asked some questions for the city and for the organizing committee.  These will be posted 
separately on our website, likely by the end of January, 2017.  Main questions will be addressed in a 
Frequently Asked Questions heading on CRIHI’s website; reflecting on questions raised in other 
workshops as well.  www.interfaithhousing.ca 
 
Appendix Available upon request 

To see the full notes of the conversation as compiled from our two recorders, or to see the specific 
wording of questions asked, you may request them by emailing: mike@interfaithhousing.ca 
 

Continuing the work:   
CRIHI supports Healthy Community Conversations on Housing 
On October 29, 2016, a gathering of neighbours from Riverbend and Terwillegar had a healthy and 
respectful conversation on the need for Affordable Housing in Edmonton, and how their communities 
can respond.  This conversation engaged a diversity of voices who together produced quality insights 
and wisdom that we hope will enable healthy participation and engagement for the future.   
 
Along with this report on the conversation, CRIHI makes the following offer: 
To Community Leagues, or other neighbourhood stakeholders:  If you have new units of affordable or 

supportive housing coming to your community and you’d like to be able to sit down and discuss it as a 

neighbourhood (without the City or Developers in attendance), we are willing to help you do that free of 

charge. 

We will help you plan and facilitate the event, providing: 

1. Counsel on engaging the broader community. 

2. Assistance choosing a healthy format that suits your needs. 

3. Help gathering and presenting information that you would like to bring to the table. 

4. Our Housing Ambassador as a facilitator for the conversation itself. 

5. A written follow-up report of the event if appropriate.  Report will highlight what we heard from 

each other, and the next steps we agreed to. 

Our Housing Ambassador, Mike Van Boom, has five years of community league experience, and has 

been trained as a facilitator by ICA Canada.  If interested, please email us at: mike@interfaithhousing.ca 

 
To learn more about CRIHI and the work we do, please visit: interfaithhousing.ca.   


