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“Approximately 1 in 4

“The Need is great... We are seeing families stuck between places

Edmonton households live

with their children... Seniors on long waiting lists to get into housing.

in unaffordable housing—

There is a strong chorus of voices rising to respond... But there is

meaning they spend more

another chorus of voices, which too often is all the louder...

than 30% of their income
on rent or mortgage costs.

But People of Faith also have a song to sing. A warm and gentle tune
that calls us to the love and care of our neighbour. To welcome the

In 2011: 86,745 households

stranger into our communities… To give of ourselves for the good of

spent more than 30% of

another. It is a song that reminds us of our humanity, and it needs to

household income on hous-

be heard out loud in our neighbourhoods and by our leaders.

ing costs. 41,130 house-

We are here to rally people of every faith to sing that song. To tell
the stories of hospitality and compassion that inspire us. To work
towards the creation of places of real healing and community for
people in crisis.”

holds spent more than 50%
of household income on
housing costs.”

Spoken by Pastor Mike Van Boom at the 2016 Habitat Works launch
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Will this hurt
my property
values?
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A Habitat Story: The Change of Heart
At the recent Habitat Launch on July 7, Alfred Nicolai, CEO
Habitat Edmonton told us a story about what moved a change
in the heart of a neighbor. A few years ago, Habitat for Humanity was building thirty units of housing in the Beacon Heights
community. A large piece of grass that had always been green
space was now to be made into homes. But as is often the
case, this change sparked resistance and pushback from
neighbours. A few neighbours got together to say, ‘Let’s stop
this!’ They got out their clipboards and went door to door to get
support, and stood up in opposition to the project.
The conversation covered the usual ground: concerns over
parking and an increase in traffic, how close the houses would
be built together. And as the city reports came in response,
clarifying that these issues would not be problematic, this group
continued to stand strong against the change.
One day, one of the lead women in opposition to the Habitat
project happened to hear her son talking with a friend. His explanation of why they were opposing the project was as follows:
‘’We don’t want those people living here.’ As her son said those
words, this mother was deeply convicted. What was she teaching her children? Was this her inner voice being spoken out
loud from the mouth of her son?
She found she had fallen into a horrible trap. How could she
not want hard-working families as neighbours who were working towards a better future for their children. It took her son’s
voice for her to realize that there was bigotry hidden inside the
other concerns around structure, traffic, parking etc. That it didn’t matter what god they worshiped or the colour of their skin.
Those people were very much like us!
Following that, she turned 180 degrees. She phoned Habitat
for Humanity and apologized for her opposition. She then became a proponent of the project. Today, she continues to support Habitat and volunteer, helping families build a better future
for their children. What about those people who have found
their home in the housing development? Anderson gardens
people are leaders in the Beacon Heights community league
and the local school. And their kids have lots of sleepovers!

Vacant lots, sub-standard
housing and abandoned
homes are a serious
problem that hurts property values. But twenty-four
different studies from
across the United States,
Britain and Canada tell us
that well-run affordable or
supportive housing developments tend to have no
impact on the value of local properties. Instead,
good looking, functional
homes make neighbourhoods more desirable and
usually stabilize or increase property values.

Do we need to worry?

The 2016 Interfaith-Habitat Works Campaign Kick-off
The fragrance of burning sage greeted the Muslims, Jews, Christians, Sikhs and other faith
groups as they entered Habitat for Humanity’s Pre-fab Shop. This array of faith communities was joining together for the Kick-off of the 5th Annual Interfaith-Habitat Works on July 7, 2016.
Each year for the past four years the Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative (CRIHI) has partnered with Habitat for Humanity to provide volunteers for Habitat’s affordable housing projects in Edmonton. As the “Interfaith” and “Housing” parts of CRIHI’s name imply, its work brings together people
of different faiths and cultures to support projects that help to end homelessness. This fits exactly with
Habitat’s work that engages volunteers of any culture or faith to help build affordable housing. If you’ll
excuse an old cliché, the Interfaith-Habitat Works is a match made in heaven!
As people trooped into the Pre-fab Shop they were greeted by Sharon Pasula, Oskapewis / Indigenous Cultural and Educational Helper to the Diocese of Edmonton. Each guest was offered the opportunity to participate in a “prayer by smoke” called a “smudge”.
They stood over the smudge bowl and pulled the smoke to themselves while silently offering a
prayer. (An information leaflet was also provided for guests to take home). The presence of this ceremony at Habitat helped to create awareness of Indigenous culture that pre-dates the arrival of people
from other cultures. The hope is that people from these faith groups are aware that they are on Treaty
6 land.

Anyone entering the lunch room would witness a party
with people of diverse faiths laughing, conversing and
enjoying each other’s company and food.

As the crowd gathered in front of the podium, Rabbanit Batya Ivry-Friedman (Co-pastor at Beth
Israel Synagogue and Coordinator for CRIHI) opened with an ecumenical prayer. This was followed
by Sharon Pasula giving the event an Indigenous blessing. The MLA for Millcreek, Ms. Denise
Woolard spoke words of support for the work of Habitat and acknowledged the participation of the
faith groups through CRIHI. Pastor Wayne McNeilly (Lead Pastor at Evangel Pentecostal Assembly
and Coordinator for Interfaith-Habitat Works) spoke about how his faith had called him to commit to
this work with CRIFHI and Habitat. Mike Van Boom (CRIHI Housing Ambassador) spoke about CRIHI’s initiative to make communities welcoming for affordable housing projects. From the Edmonton
Council of Muslim Communities, their Vice President Sofia Yaqub spoke about her community’s involvement with the Interfaith-Habitat works project and encouraged the other groups to provide volunteers. Alfred Nicolai (CEO of Habitat Edmonton) gave a closing address to encourage people to tell
their stories about their Habitat experience. Using examples, he emphasized the power of stories to
move people and communities to welcome people of other cultures, faiths and financial standing into
their neighbourhoods. Rabbi Daniel Friedman gave a prayer of thanksgiving for the gathering and the
lunch that was to be served.
The entire gathering then moved into the production area of the Pre-fab shop for photo ops. The
shots featured a 20 foot banner that displayed on a fresh green background the CRIHI and Habitat
logos at each end of the name “Interfaith-Habitat Works”. The banner was held in front of people from
the various faith groups in attendance.
Lunch was laid out buffet style in a long array of dishes, the main course provided by the Edmonton Jewish Community, the desserts provided by the Edmonton Council of Muslim Communities and
the drinks by members of the congregation at Ellerslie Road Baptist Church. Jews, Muslims and
Christians worked together to provide a feast! Anyone entering the lunch room would witness a party
with people of diverse faiths laughing, conversing and enjoying each other’s company and food.
Article submitted by Fraser Williamson, member of the CRIHI steering committee

Our Prayer in Working Together
Composed by Rabbanit Batya Ivry-Friedman

Father in Heaven,
We come before You today with hearts united as one to
serve You and Your children.

Rabbanit Batya IvryFriedman leads us in an
ecumenical prayer

You created this world and asked us to build it; to partner
with You in making the universe a Tabernacle for the Divine.
Today, we unite in solemn brotherhood and sisterhood to put
aside our doctrinal differences and build together.
Four thousand years ago was the last time we came together
to build. But we were not building for Your Glory, instead we
were building our own egos. We thought we could build a
tower and reach the heavens. You recognized the impurity of
our hearts, the insincerity of our motivations; and you dispersed us. From Babel we were flung to the four corners of
the Earth, separated by geography, language and culture.
Today we return. Our hearts are pure. Our motivations sincere. We are building Your Kingdom on Earth. We are magnifying Your Glory.
We build not for ourselves, but for Your children. We appear
before You as brothers and sisters, Your princes and princesses. We may speak different languages, approach You in
different manners, sail different ships and travel different
roads. But we know that You love each and every one of us,
independent of class, colour, or creed.
And so we join with You in building Your Tabernacle on
Earth; Your Ark to shelter those who seek refuge. We ask
You, Father, that You accept our entreaty and hear our prayer; that You forgive our ancient iniquities, and bless our communal building aspirations.

Oskapewis Sharon Pasula, Aboriginal Helper from
the Diocese of Edmonton
leads us in a smudge.

Bless our handiwork and allow us the strength and courage
to continue to work together for Your Glory. May we fulfil our
mission, together with the City of Edmonton, the Interfaith
Housing Initiative, and the holy servants of Habitat for Humanity to end homelessness in Edmonton, and one day,
across the globe and let us say Amen.
Prayer led by Rabbanit Batya Ivry-Friedman at the 2016
Habitat Works launch.

Loneliness a
reason to return to the
streets.

Extending the Hand of Friendship
Welcome Home is a volunteer-based befriending program that
provides companionship to individuals and families who have
been housed by contracted Housing First agencies, in response
to Edmonton’s 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness. Volunteers engage in meaningful daily activities with program participants (e.g. going for coffee, attending a sporting event), providing companionship to reduce the loneliness and social isolation
faced by many newly housed individuals.

One of the biggest reasons a newly-housed person will leave their housing and helps behind is
loneliness. Their friends
and their community is
still on the street. Social
workers and other professionals cannot provide the
simple hand of friendship
and community that all of
us need. The loneliness
and isolation can become
too much, fueling depression and anxiety, and
sometimes preventing a
person from thriving.

Welcome Home provides the training, support and
opportunity for anyone who is willing to enter into a
circle of support and friendship for someone coming
off the street and into a new community.
Volunteers engage in meaningful daily activities with
program participants (e.g. going for coffee, attending
a sporting event), providing companionship to reduce
the loneliness and social isolation faced by many newly housed
individuals. Through the development of stable, honest, and
trusting relationships, participants will increase their community
involvement, build self-confidence and positive life skills, and
increase their success rate in retaining their housing.
The Welcome Home program is an interfaith initiative offered by
Catholic Social Services in partnership with Sign of Hope, United Way of the Alberta Capital Region, and various faith communities.

Help out Welcome Home!

For more information, to
volunteer, to make a financial contribution, or to
host a Welcome Home
information session in
your community, please
call (780) 378-2544 or on
their website:
www.cssalberta.ca/OurMinistries/VolunteerMentoring-Support

Join our Learning Community!
The Interfaith Housing Initiative was formed in response to a City of
Edmonton and Province of Alberta commitment: the Ten-year-plan
to End Homelessness. Faith leaders from across the city came together to say, “Addressing homelessness is important to our communities too! How can we help?”

Get Involved!
Join the conversation! Sign up for our email newsletter and learn
with us. This is a monthly publication where we will be provide
good information, generate ideas that work, tell each other’s stories,
and share how communities and organizations around Edmonton
are responding to the needs of Edmonton’s most vulnerable.

Share your stories with us!
A good story reminds us of what is possible. The work of providing
help, support and home to a neighbor is nothing new, and people of
faith tell many stories that inspire. Stories from today, or stories
from a thousand years ago; we want to hear them! Share the stories of compassion, hospitality that inspire you and your community
so that their sharing can inspire others around Edmonton.

Contact Us
To learn more about what we
do and join us in the work.
Rabbanit Batya Friedman:
(780) 938-5558
Batya@interfaithhousing.ca
Pastor Mike Van Boom:
(780) 554-2703
Mike@interfaithhousing.ca

Find us!
On Facebook or Twitter
Check out our website at:
www.interfaithhousing.ca

Submit stories and insights to mike@interfaithhousing.ca

Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative
1135—103 Street
Edmonton, AB T5J OX5
www.interfaithhousing.ca

Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative:
Religious and spiritual communities working to end
homelessness in Edmonton
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