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A Blue Christmas  

It is Christmastime.  Cheery songs fill the air, the Christmas tree 

brightens Churchill Square, and cards and neighbourly best wishes 

offer peace, joy and hope to all. 

 Yet, for many the onset of the season is less than hopeful, less 

than peaceful, and even less full of joy.  For these, the celebration 

prompts hard memories at the loss of loved ones, family turmoil, hard 

life changes, and heightens a daily struggle with poverty.  

 Henri Nouwen refers to those on this journey as ‘the little ones:” 

you and I who in our innermost hearts carry a degree of vulnerability, 

that often rises when we enter these seasons of celebration.    

 To come alongside those on this journey, some faith communities 

offer Blue Christmas services.  A Blue Christmas is a time set aside 

for people to gather, to remember, to share, to pray, and to find soli-

tude within a caring circle of the supportive company of others.     

 For Emmanuel, an inner city ministry, the occasion is marked with 

white ribbons hung on a tiny Christmas tree, remembering the “little 

ones.”  There, people seek comfort in the God who is present with us 

in our suffering.  As Jesus of Nazareth taught: “Blessed are the poor 

… blessed are they who mourn … for they shall be comforted.”   

                      By Rick Chapman, Chaplain with Inner City Pastoral Ministry 
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Edmonton’s Christmas Tree in Churchill Square 

“The need is urgent!  Thousands 

of people in the Edmonton area 

don’t have a safe place to call 

their own.   

Capital Region Housing has a 

waitlist of over 5,000 needing 

help affording a home. 

Right at Home Housing Society 

has more than 1,000 people on 

their waitlist. 

Wait times for people and fami-

lies to find this help can be 

three years.”  



What we heard in Riverbend/Terwillegar 
  

On Saturday, October 29 from 1-4pm, CRIHI led a housing workshop called 

‘Homes4ourNeighbours’ at Riverbend United Church.  There were about 25 people in attendance, in-

cluding 15 interested neighbours.  This event provided good information on affordable housing, 

shared frontline stories and experiences, and then gave neighbours a safe place to share their wor-

ries, concerns and ideas on how neighbours can respond to new proposals and new neighbours. 

  Although this event had a modest turnout, there was a good cross-section of people and opin-

ions engaged, including representatives from two community leagues (the Ridge and Riverbend), 

members of the Terwillegar Homeowner Association, Brander Gardens ROCKS, faith leaders, and 

neighbours at large.  It was also a respectful conversation, taking place under rules that stated: Every-

one has wisdom.  We need to hear everyone’s wisdom for the best result.  There are no wrong an-

swers.  And everyone will both hear and be heard. 

  In this issue of the Neighbourly, CRIHI summarizes three key points of conversation and what 

the group heard from each other.  The full report is available online and includes summaries of the 

presentations and several additional points of conversation.  Visit CRIHI’s website at interfaithhous-

ing.ca.  See: Resources/Housing workshop reports.  CRIHI thanks our hosts at Riverbend United 

Church for their provision of space and refreshments!  

 

NUMBER ONE:  We need quality consultation!   

Several participants in the group shared their frustration 

at poorly done consultation.  If the developer 

doesn’t have a good process for engaging the com-

munity, and is unable to address reasonable con-

cerns, that will trigger much higher levels of fear, 

worry and concern in the local community.  

The group highlighted two positive examples of consul-

tation done well: The Right at Home Society for its planned development of the Westmount Pres-

byterian Church site development in North Glenora.  They spent one year in dialogue with the ex-

isting local community.  It was observed that it takes a strong commitment to dialogue as commu-

nities do not naturally want to be inclusive of new/different neighbours.  The Schizophrenia Socie-

ty of Alberta was also highlighted as a positive example in the development of a Permanent Sup-

portive Housing project in the Bonnie Doon area.   

A healthy conversation with a diverse group of voices was identified as necessary at both planning 

tables and in consultations.  They also advise Developers to give neighbours some choices, and to 

take their input into account when fine-tuning a project. 

  

 

 
Good community consultation can take many forms, 
including examples such as this in the picture below. 



Riverbend/Terwillegar continued... 
  

NUMBER TWO: This is What a Healthy Neighbourhood Response looks like: 
Assuming the development/property management agency has engaged properly with the existing 

community, such a response should be: 

1. Inclusive of many perspectives, recognizing that not all are in agreement (accepting that some 

views may be supportive, others that are opposing, and still others that are questioning) 

2. Willing to be part of the process and to dialogue – meaning there is opportunity for all to be lis-

tened to and to be heard – to give and take.  Requires respect as not everything may go ‘our way,’ 

but it doesn’t mean we haven’t heard or been heard. 

3. Welcoming of new neighbours, even if a process or development does not unfold as it should.  

Positive example: The existing community in the Haddow neighbourhood has come to a broad 

agreement they will accept and welcome the future new residents of the Haddow First Place de-

velopment, even though the poor consultation process sparked strong resistance to the project. 

4. Connected to a neighbourhood’s story – where the look and feel of a project fits the surrounding-

neighbourhood so that community culture is maintained and enhanced and positive outcomes 

and opportunities are perceived and known.”  Re-

lated idea:   A neighbourhood could benefit from 

the development of a “charter” of what is com-

munity (a community charter of neighborliness).” 

5. Aware of the need across the city, and our com-

munity’s responsibility to help in meeting that 

need.  Ie. “Our responsibilities include that with 

the inner-city expanding, we need to promote 

Affordable Housing in all areas of the city” (From a 

Terwillegar resident) 

 

NUMBER THREE:  The Need to be Good Neighbours 

“Our responsibilities should be to welcome and include our new neighbours, be open-minded without 

prejudice – we should assume they are good people – there are a lot of ways to get to know folks” 

 “We need to find ways to get to know our neighbours.  An offer of free topsoil has enabled my family 

to get to know many neighbours whom we had never met.” 

“As in the “Welcome Home (Program),” we need to welcome new neighbours to our neighbour-

hoods.” 

“The success of “Brander Gardens Rocks” results from its being based on a reciprocal relationship be-

tween the residents of that Community Housing project and the existing residents of the sur-

rounding community.  Over the years, attitudes have changed from “us and them” to just “us” and 

from “we can do it for them” to “we can do it with them.”  “Just because a person has a lower in-

come doesn’t mean they don’t aspire to a better life.  Many of these people want to give back.” 

Existing neighbours can organize community dinners and block parties to welcome newcomers. 

 

 

Neighbourhood kids with Brander Gardens ROCKs learn 
the drums together    



 

Prayer composed and sung by Leonard Cohen 

Come Healing by Leonard Cohen 

O gather up the brokenness / And bring it to me now         
The fragrance of those promises / You never dared to vow  
The splinters that you carry / The cross you left behind 
Come healing of the body / Come healing of the mind 

And let the heavens hear it / The penitential hymn 
Come healing of the spirit / Come healing of the limb 

Behold the gates of mercy / In arbitrary space 
And none of us deserving / The cruelty or the grace 

O solitude of longing / Where love has been confined 
Come healing of the body / Come healing of the mind 

O see the darkness yielding / That tore the light 
apart / Come healing of the reason / Come healing of the 
heart / O troubled dust concealing / An undivided love / The 
heart beneath is teaching / To the broken heart above 

Let the heavens falter / Let the earth proclaim 
Come healing of the altar / Come healing of the name 

O longing of the branches / To lift the little bud 
O longing of the arteries / To purify the blood 

And let the heavens hear it / The penitential hymn 
Come healing of the spirit / Come healing of the limb 

O let the heavens hear it / The penitential hymn 
Come healing of the spirit / Come healing of the limb 

 

 

The Christian faith celebrates an act of God rooted in a per-

son; a Messiah or one anointed by God to bring salvation 

and healing.  Christians believe Jesus to be that savior and 

healer, and celebrate His birth at Christmas. 

 For to us a child is born, 
      to us a son is given, 
      and the government will be on his shoulders. 
 And he will be called 
      Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

      Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

                                                              Isaiah 9:6 

Celebrating The Prince of Peace  

Leonard Cohen, 1934-2016 
A Jewish-Canadian Singer/
songwriter and poet.  His Jewish 
faith and spiritual journey infused 
his work, and enabled a deep con-
nection to the pains and joys in 
the ebb and flow of human life.  
Leonard Cohen passed away on 
Nov. 10, 2016    



A Safe Place 
Over the years, A Safe Place 
has given shelter to over 
17,000 women and children. 

In 2015-1016, 

 567 women and children 
were accommodated. 

 2000 Crisis calls were 
answered. 

 6 victims of human 
trafficking were accom-
modated. 

After over thirty years of 
operation, the facilities at A 
Safe Place require substan-
tial updating and upgrading 
to meet code and provide a 
welcoming environment for 
the vulnerable and at risk 
women and children they 
give shelter to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contribute to this year’s No Room at the Inn campaign 

Your gifts will help A Safe Place 

 Put new bathrooms in rooms. 

 Fix rooms to be more welcoming 

 Replace Outdated appliances 

 Improve plumbing, electrical systems and ventilation. 

 Repair and enhance all common areas. 

This Christmas, please be a blessing to A Safe Place and 
its mission through the No Room in the Inn Ministry. 
 

To donate, contact: 
Julien Hammond, Chair, No 
Room in the Inn Committee, 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
JHammond@caedm.ca 
780.469.1010  Ext. 2133 
 
Pat Vargas, Executive Direc-
tor, A Safe Place 
pat@asafeplace.ca 
780.417.4570 
 
 
 



Beyond the Big White House 
   

   
 Jacob and Aafje Prins helped more than 800 Dutch newcomers 
settle in Canada and the hospitality of their big white Beverly house 
with lilac hedges became famous on both sides of the Atlantic. They 
were immigrants themselves who brought their eight children to Ed-
monton in 1927. Forever grateful to their new country, they worked 
tirelessly to pay it forward. 
  Delighted at the prosperity of their new life in Canada, Jacob 
Prins began encouraging other Dutch to emigrate and, when three 
families arrived from the Netherlands in 1936, he found farms for 
them to live and work near Lacombe. When more families followed, 
he found it necessary to scout other locations and this turned out to 
be the start of a remarkable career. 
  Prins often contacted the Canadian National Railway for infor-
mation on available land parcels and, in the winter of 1937, the rail-
way sent him to Holland to promote emigration to Western Canada, 
reports a history compiled by Tina Van Ameyde. After World War II, 
the Christian Reformed Church’s Synodical Committee appointed him 
as fieldman for Central British Columbia. 
  The railway even provided Prins with a pass to 
travel freely in the west and, on one of those trips 
searching for locations suitable for Dutch farmers, he 
discovered the Bulkley Valley. It was a valley ideally 
situated on the railway from Edmonton to Prince Ru-
pert, where settlers would be assured of work in the 
lumber industry during winter months. Many Dutch 
families subsequently settled in the communities of 
Smithers, Terrace, Houston and Telkwa, B.C. 
  Aafje died in 1949 and her daughter-in-law Ann 
Prins stepped in to help with the workload, getting up 
before daybreak to prepare a meal for hungry travel-
lers on their way to British Columbia. Jacob received no remunera-
tion and, for a long while, paid expenses out of his own pocket. 
  Until 1960, when at the age of 74 he had to resign on doctor’s 
orders, Prins travelled once a month to B.C. to check up on “his” peo-
ple. Through his efforts, more than 800 Dutch families were wel-
comed to Canada and many settled in the Beverly area. 
  Known as “dad” to the hundreds he helped, Jacob died at 
home on April 12, 1963, while reading a book in Aafje’s favourite cor-
ner. The funeral service filled First Christian Reformed Church to 
overflowing as people travelled from all over Alberta and B.C. to pay 
final respects to a man who lived his life in the service of others. 
 
See the full article at: citymuseumedmonton.ca/2015/11/17/the-prins/ 

Excerpts from The Prins Family and the Dutch in Beverly by Lawrence Herzog 

Hospitality:  
Yesterday and 
Today! 

A story like this isn't just 

about history.  It was a 

today story then, and in-

volved a family that decid-

ed to use the home and 

the opportunities they had 

to benefit others.  And 

they helped families find 

home and work one by 

one until they had helped 

800 people!  Right now, 

we have many of the 

same opportunities.  Let’s 

write our own today sto-

ries, and make them 

something to remember! 

The Prins home on the Humberstone Farm  



 

By Mike Van Boom, from the McCauley Neighbourhood 

The Good Neighbour 

What is a good neighbour?  These days, we tend to think of a 

good neighbour as someone who keeps their yard trim and tidy, 
their walks cleared, the noise down after ten, and their beer 
bottles on their side of the fence (not mine!).  But is this really 
what a good neighbour looks like? 
 People of Faith most always aspire to some form of good 
neighbour code.  Love of God and neighbour are marks of right-
eousness.  How does that love show itself?  We often say it in-
volves: hospitality, generosity, compassion, forgiveness and sacri-
fice, underscored by a commitment to be there for each other. 
 In my neighbourhood, I am pleased to know many good neigh-
bours.  Certainly, it is not all smooth sailing as relationships never 
are.  But on my street, I am happy to know that if my family or I 
have a crisis, we have at least five different households who 
would be there for us in a heartbeat.  Taking the kids on short no-
tice; bringing food; grieving with us; saying prayers for us; coming 
to visit us in the hospital.  And of course all the little things: bor-
rowing their lawn-mower, or a few eggs.  I’ve even had one of my 
eighty-year-old neighbours bring his snowblower and clean my 
sidewalk after a heavy snowfall! 
 Opening my door to my neighbour continues to be a source of 
incredible treasure.  Along the way, my wife and I have had the 
opportunity to share life with single parents caring for their kids; 
seniors grappling with the demands of age; with families for 
whom money is always an issue, and who need help occasionally 
in getting to appointments or talking to their social worker; and 
people grieving significant loss or battling mental illness.  Our 
door is open to our neighbours, and in return, their door is open 
to us.  When we are there for them, they are there for us!     
 In the last few years, I was privileged to be part of one very 
powerful neighbour story.  A family with small kids was going to 
lose their home only two weeks before one family member was 
to undergo treatments for a serious cancer diagnosis.  In response 
to this need, our neighbours and my church community together 
raised around $3000 to get them caught up on their rent, and 
helped negotiate a renewed lease for another year.  It gave them 
time and space to heal! 
 Recently, several local households celebrated thanksgiving to-
gether as many didn’t have family close by.  We ate turkey, 
stuffing, asian noodle dishes and springrolls, Kenyan flatbread, 
trifle…yum!   So this neighbouring thing…  Give it a go! 
  



Contact Us 

To learn more about what we 

do and join us in the work. 

Rabbanit Batya Friedman:              

(780) 938-5558 

Batya@interfaithhousing.ca 

Pastor Mike Van Boom:              

(780) 554-2703 

Mike@interfaithhousing.ca 

 

Follow us! 

Check out our website at: 

www.interfaithhousing.ca 

Join our Learning Community! 

The Interfaith Housing Initiative was formed in response to a City of 
Edmonton and Province of Alberta commitment: the Ten-year-plan 
to End Homelessness.  Faith leaders from across the city came to-
gether to say, “Addressing homelessness is important to our com-

Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative 

1135—103 Street 

Edmonton, AB  T5J OX5 

www.interfaithhousing.ca 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Submit stories and insights to mike@interfaithhousing.ca 

Religious and spiritual communities working to end               
homelessness in Edmonton  

Share your stories with us! 

A good story reminds us of what is possible.  The work of providing 
help, support and home to a neighbor is nothing new, and people of 
faith tell many stories that inspire.  Stories from today, or stories 
from a thousand years ago; we want to hear them!  Share the sto-
ries of compassion, hospitality that inspire you and your community 
so that their sharing can inspire others around Edmonton.   

Get Involved! 

Join the conversation!  Sign up for our email newsletter and learn 
with us.  This is a monthly publication where we will be provide 
good information, generate ideas that work, tell each other’s stories, 
and share how communities and organizations around Edmonton 
are responding to the needs of Edmonton’s most vulnerable. 


