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“Approximately 1 in 4

Interfaith Habitat Launch 2016!
On July 7, 2016, CRIHI and Habitat for Humanity are partnering
together to launch this year’s Interfaith Habitat works. For five
years running, people of different faiths have worked side by side to
build homes for those who need it. Our 2015 project saw volunteers supplied by 24 congregations from 12 faith groups. This
year’s project is located at 14135 128 Ave, in Edmonton’s NW and
lunch is being sponsored by Jewish, Christians, and Muslim groups.
For more info and to volunteer go to www.hfh.org

Edmonton households live
in unaffordable housing—
meaning they spend more
than 30% of their income
on rent or mortgage costs.
In 2011: 86,745 households
spent more than 30% of
household income on housing costs. 41,130 households spent more than 50%
of household income on
housing costs.”
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Who are these
people?
Who has trouble affording
a home?


Restaurant servers



Hair stylists and barbers



Seniors on fixed
incomes



Nurses, plumbers, dental hygienists



The person stocking
shelves at the local grocery store



Your child’s preschool
teacher



Daycare providers



Students at trade
schools or university



People with disabilities
or mental health concerns



Single parents and
young families
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Finding A Home: Ottewell Manor
Ottewell Manor was built in 1962 and was a seniors lodge for many
years. In 2010, negotiations between Alberta Health Services (AHS)
and the Greater Edmonton Foundation Seniors Housing (GEF Seniors Housing) began with the intention of dedicating Ottewell Manor
strictly for seniors struggling with mental health conditions. In May of
2012, Ottewell Manor’s first new residents started moving in.
“None of us had any background in mental health before Ottewell
Manor opened,” explains Shelley Fox, Assistant Manager with GEF
Seniors Housing who spends the majority of her time overseeing the
operations of Ottewell Manor. “We received some training from AHS
before we opened, but we also set some clear guidelines in our
agreement as to where the mental health support would be coming
from.”

“These are just normal people who want what anyone else would want: a good quality of life.”
GEF Seniors Housing’s partnership with AHS focuses on the operations and support for its residents. Therapists, case workers, and
even some homecare providers work directly with GEF Seniors Housing to ensure that everyone living in Ottewell Manor is receiving the
mental health support that they need.
“The work being done here is helping a lot with breaking the current
stigma around mental health. Even within GEF Seniors Housing, new
staff will be hired and not realize what Ottewell Manor does and
they’ll be visibly uncomfortable about it until they actually visit Ottewell Manor and see how wrong their misconceptions were. That
these are just normal people who want what anyone else would want:
a good quality of life.”
Article provided by GEF Senior’s Housing.
To read the full article, please visit interfaithhousing.ca

Join with us in
Prayer!
This prayer, composed by
a woman living on the
streets is powerful and
profound. It awakens in
us awareness, compassion and a desire to move
in aiding children of all
ages in their desperate
struggle to survive, to
heal, and to live with
greater opportunity.
We suggest you read it
aloud slowly and reflectively. If your faith leadership deems it appropriate,
we also recommend
reading it aloud in a gathering of your faith community.

A Prayer for Children
Composed by Ina Hughes, from Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside

We pray for children… who put chocolate fingers everywhere, who like
to be tickled, Who stomp in puddles and ruin their new pants, who sneak
popsicles before supper, who erase holes in math workbooks, who can
never find their shoes.
And we pray for those… Who stare at photographers from behind
barbed wire, who can’t bounce down the street in a new pair of sneakers, who never ‘counted potatoes,’ who are born in places we wouldn’t
be caught dead, who never go to the circus, who live in an x-rated world.
We pray for children… who bring us sticky kisses and fistfuls of dandelions, who sleep with the dog and bury goldfish, who hug us in a hurry and
forget their lunch money, who cover themselves in Band-Aids and sing
off-key, who squeeze toothpaste all over the sink. Who slurp their soup.
And we pray for those… who never get dessert, who have no safe blanket to drag behind them, who watch their parents watch them die, who
can’t find any bread to steal. Who don’t have rooms to clean up, whose
pictures aren’t on anybody’s dresser, whose monsters are real.
We pray for children… who spend all their allowance before Tuesday,
who throw tantrums in the grocery store and pick at their food, who like
ghost stories, who shove dirty clothes under the bed, who never rinse
out the tub, who get visits from the tooth fairy, who don’t like to be
kissed in front of the carpool, who squirm in church and scream in the
phone, whose tears we sometimes laugh at, and whose smiles can make
us cry.
And we pray for those… whose nightmares come in the daytime, who
will eat anything, who have never seen a dentist, who aren’t spoiled by
anybody, who go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep, who live
and move, but have no being.
We pray for children who want to be carried and for those who
must. For those we never give up on, and for those who don’t have a
second chance. For those we smother… and for those who will grab the
hand of anybody kind enough to offer it.
Reprinted with permission from The Heart of the Community: the Best of
the Carnegie Newsletter; Edited by Paul Taylor. Anthology Copyright
2003, Carnegie Community Centre

Join our Learning Community!
The Interfaith Housing Initiative was formed in response to a City of
Edmonton and Province of Alberta commitment: the Ten-year-plan
to End Homelessness. Faith leaders from across the city came together to say, “Addressing homelessness is important to our communities too! How can we help?”

Get Involved!
Join the conversation! Sign up for our email newsletter and learn
with us. This is a monthly publication where we will be provide
good information, generate ideas that work, tell each other’s stories,
and share how communities and organizations around Edmonton
are responding to the needs of Edmonton’s most vulnerable.

Share your stories with us!
A good story reminds us of what is possible. The work of providing
help, support and home to a neighbor is nothing new, and people of
faith tell many stories that inspire. Stories from today, or stories
from a thousand years ago; we want to hear them! Share the stories of compassion, hospitality that inspire you and your community
so that their sharing can inspire others around Edmonton.

Contact Us
To learn more about what we
do and join us in the work.
Rabbanit Batya Friedman:
(780) 938-5558
Batya@interfaithhousing.ca
Pastor Mike Van Boom:
(780) 554-2703
Mike@interfaithhousing.ca

Find us!
On Facebook or Twitter
Check out our website at:
www.interfaithhousing.ca

Submit stories and insights to mike@interfaithhousing.ca

Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative
1135—103 Street
Edmonton, AB T5J OX5
www.interfaithhousing.ca
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