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CRIHI Plenary Updates
BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE OPENED THEIR DOORS
TO CRIHI AS THE INTERFAITH COMMUNITY GATHERED
TO AFFIRM THE WORK BEING DONE AND LEARN
ABOUT NEW EFFORTS

“A diverse mix of Edmonto-

HIGHLIGHTS:

and seniors.








CRIHI’s Regional Housing Workshops provide stories, good information, and a safe place to talk
through concerns about units of affordable housing
Over 5,000 individuals were housed between April
2009 and December 2015 with 91% retention rate in
2015 alone.
Habitat for Humanity celebrating 150 years in Canada with 75 homes to be build in Edmonton!
Welcome Home program provides friendship to newly-housed neighbours. Looking for more volunteers
and donations to the activity fund.

nians experience homelessness, including young
men, families, teenagers

In 2014, children and youth
(under the age of 24) accounted for approximately
29% of the homeless population.
In 2014, 46% of people experiencing homelessness
identified as aboriginal.”
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Summary of CRIHI’s Plenary
By Rabbanit Batya Ivry-Friedman

Beth Israel Synagogue was bustling Thursday morning with individuals from all different backgrounds
entering the building to be part of the goal to end homelessness in Edmonton. The Capital Region
Interfaith Housing Initiative held its plenary on October 27, 2016. For the past five years, it has been
held at the Catholic Archdiocese, as Rev Don Koots, Co-Chair of the Steering Committee mentioned
now that Beth Israel Synagogue graciously hosted us we are indeed an interfaith initiative. The plenary opened with some coffee and muffins at the registration table.
Jay Freeman, Executive Director of Housing & Homelessness with the City of Edmonton updated us on
the 10-year plan. In 2015, 1611 people were housed with a 91% retention rate. While we housed
5,028 people from 2009 to 2014 there are still 123,000 people living in poverty which is one of the
main causes of homelessness. Thus, the city is updating the plan to work in concert with efforts of the
End Poverty Edmonton (EPE) initiative.
Rev Don Koots introduced our recent two new employees, Pastor Mike Van Boom the Housing Ambassador who organizes affordable housing workshops to engage communities in conversation about
affordable housing in order to work through fears, concerns and questions ahead of new proposals.
He is available to facilitate these conversations at faith groups or community leagues. Rabbanit Batya
Ivry-Friedman joined the initiative in the beginning of June whose primary goal is to engage with the
interfaith community and bring awareness to work together to end homelessness.
Mike Van Boom shared on CRIHI’s work of hosting regional workshops on affordable housing in different neighbourhoods around Edmonton. The goal of these workshops is to help neighbours discern
and choose a healthy response to new affordable housing units and new neighbours seeking home
nearby. CRIHI gathers local community leagues, local neighbours, and people of faith to these conversations.
Pastor Wayne McNeilly informed us about the upcoming project from Habitat for Humanity. Celebrating 150 years in Canada, HFH plans to build 150 homes across Canada, half in Edmonton! It will be
part of the Jimmy and Roslyn Carter project, where former US president and First Lady will attend the
ceremony. We look forward to hearing more details in the coming months.
Claire Rolheiser presented on behalf of Catholic Social Services about the Welcome Home Program.
How individuals feel welcomed in their neighbourhood with the help of volunteers taking them for
coffee or a to a movie, which is supported by the Activity Fund, budgeted at $13,500. They need ongoing, sustainable funding to continue to run the program. They are also in need of more volunteers.
Rabbanit Batya spoke on the role of the interfaith community, the need for faith leaders to galvanize
their constituents to open their hearts, get involved with Habitat
for Humanity, Welcome Home or attend a workshop. Be engaged
and aware of CRIHI’s efforts via newsletters, Facebook and Twitter.
The gathering then shared a delicious brunch of eggs, hashbrown,
vegetable platter, bagels, lox and cream cheese brought to the tables for discussions and sharing of stories about each faith group’s
experience with hospitality. The event ended with an optional
tour of the synagogue led by Rabbi Daniel Friedman.

Prayer at the Plenary
Led by Rabbi Daniel Friedman from Beth Israel Synagogue

Plenary Pics!!!

Avinu shebashomayim, O Father in Heaven:
We thank Thee for bringing us together today to declare that
we are united in our mission and service before Thee as ambassadors of hope.
Thou, O Lord, charged us with creating a Kingdom for Thee on
Earth. A King, however, is only crowned whilst His subjects feel
safe and secure.
We have thus gathered before Thee in sacred communion to
demonstrate that we shall no longer pay mere lip service to being
party with Thee in the care for all Thy holy children.
On the first day of this week, the Jewish tradition celebrated
the 7th day of the Feast of Tabernacles, a commemoration of Thy
protection of the Israelites as they sojourned through the Wilderness. Once a year, we leave our warm, comfortable homes, and
venture out into the elements to remember Your lovingkindness.
Now, according to the Law,
in cold climates, one is absolved
from sleeping in the tabernacle.
And yet, O Lord, there are those
who sleep nightly in the freezing
elements of Edmonton. We
pray that Thou guide us to help
them find warm shelter under
the wings of Thy Presence.
At times, Almighty G-d, we feel that we are fighting a neverending battle for the hearts and minds of those who wish to
brushstroke believers as contenders, sectarians and dividers. We
pray that You grant us the strength to provide for Your children
and thereby demonstrate that Divine faith is a source of goodness, grace, compassion, and hope.
Our name, Edmonton, derives from the Old German word
‘eidel,’ meaning refined and ‘of good character.’ We ask Thee,
Almighty G-d, that You bless us to continue to be a shining example of eidelkeit to the world – refinement, good character, and
peace and cooperation between faith groups.
And on a personal note, I thank Thee, Almighty G-d for fulfilling
in Rabbanit Batya and myself the words of the Prophet Isaiah,
“For my house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.”
Now, let us say, Amen.

CRIHI has a New Logo!
New logo and accompanying explanation by Chris Jugo, Graphic Designer, Catholic Archdiocese

The concept logo designed for the Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative was created incorporating the elements discussed in the initial meeting and through research of the organization, its programs and target audience. Key elements of caring, loving, inclusiveness, community, inspire and to
be a universal symbol for the variety of interfaith communities involved in the initiative.

Logo Mark
The logo mark is the joining of a heart and home communicating the idea of “Home is where the
heart is”. The roundness of the heart represents a rounded community of different faiths and the
home shows an open door representing inclusiveness in which anyone can serve or come to the organization openly and without discrimination. The use of negative space between the logo mark and
the type treatment creates a subtle “H” and “I” which symbolize “Housing Initiative”.
Type Treatment
Frutiger was selected as the type treatment because it is a light, open and modern. It maintains a
strong readability at a variety of sizes and is legible at any distance.
Colours
An earth tone pallet of green and brown was chosen to represent the Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative because of its warm and welcoming combination. The green represents the new life that
the Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative will bring to those in need and the brown signifies the
earthly elements and recognition of the dignity of all life.

CRIHI Grieves the Loss of a Friend
Archimandrite Alexander [Pihach], 64, unexpectedly fell asleep in
the Lord on the night of October 7, 2016 while visiting the rectory
of Christ the Savior Sobor, where he was the guest of Archpriest
Vasyl and Matushka Oksana Kolega.
Archimandrite Alexander had faithfully served as Dean of the Orthodox Church in America’s Representation Church of Saint Catherine the Great Martyr and as OCA Representative to the Patriarchate of Moscow since his appointment by the Holy Synod of Bishops on November 30, 2012.
Father Alexander was one of the original signatories to the CRIHI
Statement at the Citadel Theatre on March 17, 2011

Submitted by Sofia Yaqub, Edmonton Council of Muslim Communities

A guest (Muslim or non Muslim) enjoys a special place in Islam. In Islam all actions per-

formed daily can be raised to the status of worship simply by doing them to seek the pleasure of
God. Having a guest is an opportunity to earn God’s pleasure by showing moral excellence in how
we treat our guests. Before all else, believers must offer respect, love, peace, and cordiality to
each guest. A welcome merely based on food offered, without showing any love, respect, or
peace, would not be pleasing.
Prophet Muhammad treated his guests with utmost respect and generosity .He anticipated
their needs offered them the most comfortable room, the choicest food, took interest in their conversation and gave them his full attention In Islam hospitality is a right rather than a gift, and
the duty to supply it is a duty to God.
There are several examples in the Quran about hospitality. One is about a Prophet’s companion, Abu Talha who welcomed a hungry traveler into his home even though they had very little to
eat. He asked his wife to bring whatever they had and gave it to the guest. While the guest ate his
meal, they pretended to eat in the dim candlelight. The following day Prophet Muhammad gave
them the great news that God had revealed a verse about them and their generosity.
Prophet Mohammed also gave the example of Prophet Abraham, how he treated his guests,
which displays an important feature of hospitality. The Qur’an portrays this incident in the following manner:
“Has the story reached you of the honored guests of Abraham? Behold, they entered his presence and said: “Peace!” He said: “Peace!” (and thought: “They seem unusual people.”) Then he
turned quickly to his household, brought out a roasted fattened calf, and placed it before them.
He said: “Will you not eat?” [Surat adh-Dhariyat: 24-27]
The above paragraph from the Quran is an example of how Prophet Abraham, entertained his
visitors. He reciprocated their greeting, despite the fact that they were strangers to him. Furthermore, he quickly and discretely arranged for a meal without asking, if they would care for anything. The meal consisted of the best he could offer. Once the meal was ready, he placed it close to
them and refrained from ordering them to eat; instead, subtly invited them to partake in the
meal. There are similar stories in the bible on hospitality.
In Islam the guest too has responsibilities. One of
them is to announce their visit in advance whenever
possible and not to over stay or ask for anything which
might cause hardship or be a burden on the host. Another is to hasten to taste the refreshments offered and to
pray for and ask blessings upon the host.
In Islam the extension of hospitality and sharing of
meals offer opportunities to embody remembrance of
God. Sharing of food among Muslims is a very important
feature of their social life.

No Room in the Inn campaign 2016:
A Safe Place (Strathcona County)

Join our Learning Community!
The Interfaith Housing Initiative was formed in response to a City of
Edmonton and Province of Alberta commitment: the Ten-year-plan
to End Homelessness. Faith leaders from across the city came together to say, “Addressing homelessness is important to our com-

Get Involved!
Join the conversation! Sign up for our email newsletter and learn
with us. This is a monthly publication where we will be provide
good information, generate ideas that work, tell each other’s stories,
and share how communities and organizations around Edmonton
are responding to the needs of Edmonton’s most vulnerable.

Share your stories with us!
A good story reminds us of what is possible. The work of providing
help, support and home to a neighbor is nothing new, and people of
faith tell many stories that inspire. Stories from today, or stories
from a thousand years ago; we want to hear them! Share the stories of compassion, hospitality that inspire you and your community
so that their sharing can inspire others around Edmonton.

Contact Us
To learn more about what we
do and join us in the work.
Rabbanit Batya Friedman:
(780) 938-5558
Batya@interfaithhousing.ca
Pastor Mike Van Boom:
(780) 554-2703
Mike@interfaithhousing.ca

Follow us!
Check out our website at:
www.interfaithhousing.ca

Submit stories and insights to mike@interfaithhousing.ca

Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative
1135—103 Street
Edmonton, AB T5J OX5
www.interfaithhousing.ca

Religious and spiritual communities working to end
homelessness in Edmonton
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