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The Theology of the Hammer
“I call it the Theology of the Hammer… Habitat for Humanity as
an organization engages thousands of people from a wide variety of
backgrounds. We might disagree on a lot of thigs… but we all agree
on one thing. The right thing to do is to love our neighbour, and the
right thing to do is to help our neighbour. This is the real reason we
help out: When I help my neighbour, it makes me a better person.” (Armand Mercier, Director of Habitat Family Services)
“In Islam all human beings are equal and are entitled to the same
rights and privileges. Standing firm for social justice ïs close to Godliness. Charity in Islam is more than merely giving money, food and
clothing to the poor and needy. Charity, helping the underprivileged
is considered an act of worship and it is done to please God, and seek
His reward. So this project is full of meaning, and it gives us an opportunity to put our faith into action.” (Sofia Yaqub, Vice President
of the Edmonton Council of Muslim Communities)
This year 13 different faith groups sent volunteers from 18 congregations to participate in the Interfaith-Habitat Works. This year they
worked on the last stages of the 64 family unit Neufeld Landing complex in Rutherford and helped build the walls for the 58 unit Laurel
project in Millwoods
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“Approximately 1 in 4

Edmonton households live
in unaffordable housing—
meaning they spend more
than 30% of their income
on rent or mortgage costs.
In 2011: 86,745 households
spent more than 30% of
household income on housing costs. 41,130 house-

holds spent more than 50%
of household income on
housing costs.”
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A Habitat Story: A Great Relief!
Good afternoon everyone. Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to speak... Without the tremendous efforts of volunteers
like yourselves, I would not have been able to provide a stable
home environment or invest in the future for myself and my two
daughters. Always looming over us was whether we would have to
move again due to a rent increase or the landlord wanting to sell. Due
to domestic violence, I was forced to leave our home and end my 20year marriage to my former husband who was an alcoholic. I also had
to file for bankruptcy and because of that would never be able to secure a regular conventional mortgage; meaning I would have to pay
rent forever. As you know, with renting there is no investment in the
future, the money is just gone, month after month.
Now, my daughters and I are a partner family due to a buy-back,
which means a previous partner family has decided to move on, and I
am now the new owner. Because of Habitat for Humanity and the
kindness of volunteers, I am now investing each month in my daughters’ education and my retirement; two things that I never thought imaginable. Being a partner family has brought me a tremendous
amount of relief and removed any stress I had about our future. My
two daughters love their new home and each has their own bedroom.
We now have a front deck that everyone is enjoying, including our
dog who gets to sit outside in the sunshine.
I will always be indebted to the many volunteers who put in hours
helping such a wonderful organization. The effects of your hard work
are far-reaching with many lives changed for the better and hope given for the future. I know firsthand the hard work that is involved as I
am currently putting in my sweat equity hours. On a person note, I
recently lost my mom… but I take great comfort knowing that before
she passed she had found out my family was selected to become a
partner family. She passed knowing that we were going to be OK and
that she didn’t have to worry anymore. For that I will always be eternally grateful!
As shared by Pam at the wrap-up for Interfaith-Habitat Works 2016
the Bismillah, a Muslim Prayer to close the 2016 event
Bismillaah ar-Rahman ar Raheem
Al hamdu lillaahi rabbil álameen
Ar-Rahman ar-Raheem Maaliki yaumid Deen
Iyyaaka naábudu wa iyyaaka nastaéen
Ihdinas siraatal mustaqueem
Siraatal ladheena an ‘amta’alaihim
Ghairil maghduubi’alaihim waladaaleen
Aameen

Did U Know?
Edmonton’s chapter of
Habitat for Humanity is
one of the most prolific in
Canada. In 2015 they
were able to serve fifty
families! Their work continues year-round with
volunteer opportunities for
people of all levels of skill
and ability. Learn more at
www.hfh.org

led by Inam Siddiqui

In the name of God, the infinitely compassionate
and merciful.
Praise be God, Lord of all the worlds.
The Compassionate, the Merciful. Ruler on the
Day of Reckoning.
You alone do we worship, and You alone do we
ask for help.
Guide us on the straight path, the path of those
who have received your grace;
Not the path of those who have brought down
wrath, nor of those who wander astray. Amen.

The Peace Prayer
by St. Francis
Lord, make me an
instrument of Your
peace. Where there
is hatred, let me sow
love; where there is
injury, pardon; where
there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope; where
there is darkness,
light; where there is
sadness, joy.
O, Divine Master,
grant that I may not
so much seek to be
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as
to love; For it is in
giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in dying
that we are born
again to eternal life.

Listening: the Heart of Relationship
A reflection led by Batya Ivry-Friedman at the CRIHI Steering Committee, August 25, 2016

Rabbi Dr Lord Jonathan Sacks – former Chief Rabbi of UK and
the Commonwealth
“There is something profoundly spiritual about listening. It is
the most effective form of conflict resolution I know. Many things
can create conflict, but what sustains it is the feeling on the part of
at least one of the parties that they have not been heard. They have
not been listened to. We have not “heard their pain”. There has
been a failure of empathy. That is why the use of force – or for that
matter, boycotts – to resolve conflict is so profoundly selfdefeating. It may suppress it for a while, but it will return, often
more intense than before. Job, who has suffered unjustly, is unmoved by the arguments of his comforters. It is not that he insists
on being right: what he wants is to be heard. Not by accident does
justice presuppose the rule of audi alteram partem, “Hear the other
side.”
Listening lies at the very heart of relationship. It means that we
are open to the other, that we respect him or her, that their perceptions and feelings matter to us. We give them permission to be honest, even if this means making ourselves vulnerable in so doing. A
good parent listens to their child. A good employer listens to his or
her workers. A good company listens to its customers or clients. A
good leader listens to those he or she leads. Listening does not
mean agreeing but it does mean caring. Listening is the climate in
which love and respect grow.
In Judaism we believe that our relationship with God is an ongoing tutorial in our relationships with other people. How can we
expect God to listen to us if we fail to listen to our spouse, our children, or those affected by our work? And how can we expect to
encounter God if we have not learned to listen. On Mount Horeb,
God taught Elijah that He was not in the whirlwind, the earthquake
or the fire but in the kol demamah dakah, the “still, small voice”
that I define as a voice you can only hear if you are listening.
“Crowds are moved by great speakers, but lives are changed by great
listeners. Whether between us and God, or us and other people, listening is the prelude to love”.
Our goal here at CRIHI is to help provide affordable homes
for those in need. We need to listen to those in need as well as to
those who will be affected with the change. One way this is accomplished is through our Affordable Housing Workshops. May we
continue to have the conservations and be ready to listen to the
voices that must be heard. True listening is the acknowledgment
that while we come to the conversation with desired outcomes, our
desires and expectations may not all come to fruition. All the Almighty demands of us is that we make our earthly effort.
Our committee is made up of many voices as well. Let us have
the patience and endurance to listen to each other as we continue
together in this holy work.

They are Witches!
Submitted by Christina Mhina, from All Saints Anglican Parish

My grandfather, the late Canon Samuel Stephen Mwinyipembe was a
special influence in my life. He was a loving, caring and compassionate
person.
I remember when I was a child, about nine years old, there were rumors that neighborhood witchcraft was a problem in the village that I
was born and raised. It was believed that this was a problem in neighboring villages too. These were village communities where the inhabitants
largely rely on each other. Accusations of witchcraft were usually due to
personal disputes, jealousy, and conflicts between neighbors or family
over land or inheritance. In many cases those who were accused of practicing witchcraft were shunned away from their families, and in some
cases they were murdered.
My grandfather, as a faith leader felt that he had a moral obligation to
support those in need, therefore he invited the suspected witches to come
and stay at our home until the tensions in their families were resolved.
Our family structure was a big extended clan, so I and my siblings
thought we were related to everyone that lived in our house. Now there
were three old women, who lived at our home who were quite isolated
and who did not take part in any household chores (as they were not allowed to do chores such cooking, cleaning, fetching water for the fear
that they might try to poison the family.) Because they had lots of time
sitting around, my siblings and I spent a great deal of time interacting,
listening to the stories they shared and playing with these old women.
Then one day, at night while everyone else was sleeping, I was awakened by voices of people talking. As I listened carefully I realized the
voices of my grandfather and my grandmother arguing. In their argument
I heard my grandmother furiously saying “you have to send them away,
they are witches, and they will bewitch our grandchildren”. My grandfather responded calmly and with confidence, “there is no certainty that
these women are witches, but we know for sure that these are human beings in need. They need our support. They will stay with us. I assure
you, our grandchildren will be safe.”
That night, I could not get back to sleep, I kept thinking of the three
isolated old women that played with us, and that all this time they had
been “witches!” The following day I interacted with them being cautious,
but within a few days’ time, I forgot about my grandparents’ arguments.
We continued to live with the accused ‘witches’ who seemed to be
friendly and harmless to me and my family members.
Since that time I always remember my grandfather’s concern for the
sufferings and misfortunes of others which has influenced me in my interactions with others. I try to pass on what I have learned from my
grandfather down to my children and those I interact with.

No one likes
to feel like an
unwelcome
guest!
There are things we can
do to welcome new
neighbours into our
community.
Simple practices like:


sharing our stories,



having fun together



eating together



and working together
to make things better

These practices help a
community grow deeper,
more resilient, and full of
life.
Barriers do exist between people, but with a
little creativity and courage, we can break some
of these barriers down.

Loneliness a
reason to return to the
streets.

The Importance of Relationship
Greg’s story illustrates how important relationships are for newly
housed individuals. Greg, a formerly homeless man, moved to north
Edmonton in September 2013. He quickly made friends with the elderly woman next door, Barb, and his neighbour down the hall, Daniel. Barb is on oxygen and has mobility issues. In the winter, Greg
shovels her patio and clears a path to her car in the building’s parking
lot out back. As a token of thanks, Barb gave Greg a card and gift certificate for Christmas. One day Greg saw Daniel outside looking at a
table that someone had left beside the dumpster. Daniel mentioned
how he could use a table like that, but it looked like it was in a bit too
rough a shape. Greg is an experienced carpenter, so he took the table, sanded it down, refinished it, and presented the final
product to Daniel. As a token of his thanks, Daniel is
teaching Greg how to make his own bread.

One of the biggest reasons a newly-housed person will leave their housing and helps behind is
loneliness. Their friends
and their community is
still on the street. Social
workers and other professionals cannot provide the
simple hand of friendship
and community that all of
us need. The loneliness
and isolation can become
too much, fueling depression and anxiety, and
sometimes preventing a
person from thriving.

Welcome Home provides the training, support and
opportunity for anyone who is willing to enter into a
circle of support and friendship for someone like
Greg coming off the street and into a new community.
Volunteers engage in meaningful daily activities with program
participants (e.g. going for coffee, attending a sporting event),
providing companionship to reduce the loneliness and social
isolation faced by many newly housed individuals. Through the
development of stable, honest, and trusting relationships, participants will increase their community involvement, build selfconfidence and positive life skills, and increase their success
rate in retaining their housing.
The Welcome Home program is an interfaith initiative offered by
Catholic Social Services in partnership with Sign of Hope, United Way of the Alberta Capital Region, and various faith communities.

Help out Welcome Home!

For more information, to
volunteer, to make a financial contribution, or to
host a Welcome Home
information session in
your community, please
call (780) 378-2544 or on
their website:
www.cssalberta.ca/OurMinistries/VolunteerMentoring-Support

Join our Learning Community!
The Interfaith Housing Initiative was formed in response to a City of
Edmonton and Province of Alberta commitment: the Ten-year-plan
to End Homelessness. Faith leaders from across the city came together to say, “Addressing homelessness is important to our communities too! How can we help?”

Get Involved!
Join the conversation! Sign up for our email newsletter and learn
with us. This is a monthly publication where we will be provide
good information, generate ideas that work, tell each other’s stories,
and share how communities and organizations around Edmonton
are responding to the needs of Edmonton’s most vulnerable.

Share your stories with us!
A good story reminds us of what is possible. The work of providing
help, support and home to a neighbor is nothing new, and people of
faith tell many stories that inspire. Stories from today, or stories
from a thousand years ago; we want to hear them! Share the stories of compassion, hospitality that inspire you and your community
so that their sharing can inspire others around Edmonton.

Contact Us
To learn more about what we
do and join us in the work.
Rabbanit Batya Friedman:
(780) 938-5558
Batya@interfaithhousing.ca
Pastor Mike Van Boom:
(780) 554-2703
Mike@interfaithhousing.ca

Follow us!
Check out our website at:
www.interfaithhousing.ca

Submit stories and insights to mike@interfaithhousing.ca

Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative
1135—103 Street
Edmonton, AB T5J OX5
www.interfaithhousing.ca

Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative:
Religious and spiritual communities working to end
homelessness in Edmonton
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